1914. By the end of the First World War, its circulation had risen to three-quarters of a million copies per week. 2 Through most of the conflict the magazine was sold at a price of two pence (2d.), increasing to three pence in 1918. At a time when daily newspapers sold for a penny (1d.) this cover price, along with the length and vocabulary employed in its articles, implies that its target audience was an adult, middle-class readership. However, its conception as an extensively illustrated, and therefore highly visual and affective, record of the war equally suggests its accessibility to both lower-class and younger readers.
War Illustrated
as the war progressed. For example, within the first year weekly columns were added to convey the geographical span and technological change of the conflict, by reporting on the
were, nonetheless, concise illustrated reports and summaries accompanying pages of visual representation (either one-or two-page artistic depictions or collections and collages of photographs) used to illuminate and actively interpret recent, important and topical events.
In the current study, the interconnection of visual representation and verbal articulation of the facts of contemporary events, the influence of political stances, and the imperatives of dominant ideological positions. Interpretative distinctions are drawn between the choices (aesthetic in terms of the use of photography or art work, linguistic in terms of diction) in the reading of their effects upon the developing representation of the conflict.
Although the frequently evocative and manipulative images permeating the pages of the magazine can be seen to accord consciously with wartime establishment discourses of recruitment, propaganda and commitment to the communal, national purpose, War Illustrated is more than simply an unquestioning propaganda organ. I admission of a broad constituency of writers and its incorporation of various categories of visual representation reinforce its palimpsestic and polyphonic form. It can be seen to articulate as much as seek to form public opinion when it expresses concern and criticism were more varied in their pattern of recruitment from British society, there was widespread criticism of and resistance to the notion and presence of British women in military uniform. 6 In depicting the roles ascribed to women in wartime propaganda, the tasks What words could tell a more complete story of the tragedy than is depicted by the grass-grown ruins of the little French cottage, the tears of the woman, and the dejection of the peasant who has returned, after months of weary wandering as a refugee, to find his home an empty shell? 8 Both of these images evince a stilted and posed quality which underlines the problematic nature of the photographic as much as the artistic images employed within the publication.
The apparent realism of photographic reproduction belies the artifice with which the images fraternising with off-duty British soldiers. 13 Elsewhere imperilled European womanhood, as emblematic of domestic ideals and civilised, moral principles, has been an integral part of B but in this instance, the depiction of romantic continental femininity is used to suggest an Undoubtedly the war has done more to enable Woman to prove her capabilities in wider spheres than all the Suffragettte and feminist propagandas of those days that seem so long ago. Now, indeed, the true Awakening of Woman is come. She has gained much of that freedom for which so many agitated, and she is using it with grand patriotism for the benefit of the state in this great crisis. for female guardianship of a generation of orphaned children and the offspring of widowed mothers, and stresses the influence that women must expect to wield after the war:
The public opinion of the next few years will be chiefly the opinion of women. It would be well, however, if we realised the position and its meaning, realised that upon the women of Britain will fall much of the work of reconstruction, and that the folly and wisdom of the next few years will have the feminine touch. The responsibility for education will be more and more in their hands and by education I do not mean only the accepted methods of instruction and school routine; but that newspapers and books will be written for women, and react on the new generation. Then, whether they have direct representation or not, public measures will be taken with a view to the approval of women. If I am right in this, the opportunity we asked for has come, the power we clamoured for so long and so earnestly now lies very close to hand. One can only hope that we shall know how to use it aright scrupulously, with patience, and with tolerance. A great many women whose husbands are now in the Army or Navy will, if their men come back at the end of the war, return to ordinary domestic work in their own homes.
On the other hand, many women will, unfortunately, not get their husbands back; they will be widows or wives of permanently disabled men. These women will have to remain in industry as the main breadwinners of their families. No decent man could possibly urge the return of a system which excluded them from the possibility of earning good wages. Women have shown their industrial capacity during the war in a way which has shattered many anti-T have known the sweets of economic independence and the joy of service to a cause they love. They have gained in dignity and self-reliance, and the country has found in their labour an asset which will not be neglected in future as it has been in the past. What these examples also suggest is a constant juggling of not just arbitrarily applied moral standards, but also the criteria and anticipations of the extraordinary or the simply expected in the conduct of women in wartime roles. This is significant to the debates preceding and running parallel with the conflict itself, in relation to the establishment of suffrage. P environments, values and details of the roles themselves, required (and underwent) change during the war. 35 Paradoxes and contradictions inevitably emerge in the recognition afforded to dependent upon innate, natural feminine qualities, while universally applicable notions of responsible and patriotic citizenship are understood to require all members of society to commit themselves to national duty:
After years of struggle, why did feminists accept only partial suffrage on the same terms as men? In part because they believed, correctly, that once women had some form of suffrage further reform would follow. They also proved willing to compromise and unwilling to cause a public stink during the war. Some have suggested that it was ironic that the franchise failed to extend the vote to those women workers under age of 30 who had so valiantly served the nation and proved themselves S suggested, in the words
The paradoxes and prejudices attending the recognition and interpretation of female wartime service can be seen in instances in War Illustrated difference and equality, and grounds for celebration and discrimination converge to
age of photographs representing the presentation of medals for gallantry juxtaposes male and female recipients. 37 Two of the pictures are taken at ceremonies at which General Joffre has conferred decorations on a young colonial soldier 
